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Please send me a single line to Denmark Hill, Camberwell, r          and believe me
Faithfully yours,
J. RUSKIN.
This summer the tour was to Manchester, Coniston, Inverary Castle, and Carstairs (the home of my father's college friend Monteith). On this journey he read aloud Tom Brown's School-Days to my mother, enjoying it thoroughly.
When at Manchester my parents heard Dickens recite his Christmas Carol.
A visit was made to the Exhibition held there, and much time spent in studying Holman Hunt's pictures, the Turner sketches, Mulready's drawings, and various fine Gainsboroughs and Reynolds.
Hawthorne was in the same room, and my father afterwards expressed great regret that he had not been introduced to the author of The Scarlet Letter. Hawthorne wrote: " Gazing at him with all my eyes I liked him well, and rejoiced more in him than in all the wonders of the Exhibition."
After the tour Mrs Browning wrote to enquire after his health :
ALLA VILLA TOSCANA,
BAGNI DI LUCCA. September 6th} 1857.
MY DEAR MRS TENNYSON,
We see in the Galignani that Mr Tennyson is not well, by the side of threats of fall of our Indian empire and other disasters; and it disquiets us to the point that I must write to ask you whether it is true or not and how far ? The trade of newspapers is to blow bubbles, and a little breath more or less determines the size of the bubble.
May this be a mere bubble! write one word to say so. Oh may you be able to smile at my question from over the sea!
But remember we have lost our friend, your brother Frederick,